
JASNA : Journal for Aswaja Studies Volume 4 No 2 
Publisher by Pusat Studi Aswaja Unisnu Jepara 
 

 

JASNA                                                                                Vol. 4 No. 2 July  2024            141 

WHAT ARE IMPRESSIVE ASWAJA’S EDUCATIONAL AND 

LITERACY STRATEGIES TO PREVENT RADICALISM IN 

INDONESIA? 
 

1Muhammad Yahya Abdullah, 2Ridwan 
1Islamic State University of Raden Fatah Palembang 

2Doctoral Student of Islamic State University of Raden Fatah Palembang 
1yahyaabdullahpalembang@gmail.com, 2h.ridwanponorogo@gmail.com  

 
Abstract  

Ahlu Sunnah wal Jamaah (abbreviated by Aswaja) is one of the Islamic Aqidah adherents in Indonesia. 

Aswaja has played an important role in the unity and integrity of the Indonesian nation since time 

immemorial. This role continues in the modern era in maintaining the integrity of the nation from civil 

divisions, one of which is caused by radicalism in a pluralistic society. In this research, it will be known 

how Aswaja Islam's strategies are in protecting the integrity of the Indonesian nation from radicalism 

issues through the fields of education and literacy. The research method used in this qualitative research 

is a systematic literature review, which aims to synthesize several previous articles in the 2019-2023 period 

related to Aswaja Islamic education and literacy strategies in countering radicalism. The results of this 

research construct five literacy strategies and twelve educational strategies that have been applied by 

Aswaja Islam as a preventive measure against radicalism in Indonesia in this modern era. Through this 

finding, it can inform policy makers to design and implement educational curricula that incorporate 

Aswaja’s strategies for countering radicalism, fostering a more inclusive and tolerant environment in 

schools and universities. Furthermore, The government also can develop literacy programs that emphasize 

critical thinking, understanding of Aswaja principles, and the importance of national unity to prevent 

radicalism. 
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Abstract  

Ahlu sunnah wal Jamaah (Aswaja) merupakan salah satu aliran Aqidah islam di Indonesia. Aswaja 

memegang peran penting terhadap kesatuan dan persatuan bangsa Indonesia sejak dahulu kala. Peran 

tersebut masih terus berlanjut hingga di era modern ini dalam menjaga keutuhan bangsa dari perpecahan, 

yang salah satunya disebabkan oleh faham radikalisme di tengah masyarakat yang plural. Dalam 

penelitian ini akan diketahui bagaimana strategi Islam Aswaja dalam menjaga keutuhan bangsa Indonesia 

dari paham radikalisme melalui bidang pendidikan dan literasi. Metode Penelitian yang digunakan dalam 

penelitian kualitatif ini adalah systematic literature review yang bertujuan untuk mensintesis beberapa 

artikel terdahulu dalam rentang waktu 2019-2023 terkait dengan strategi pendidikan dan literasi islam 

aswaja dalam menangkal paham radikalisme. Hasil penelitian ini mengkonstruk lima strategi literasi dan 

dua belas strategi pendidikan yang telah diaplikasikan oleh islam Aswaja sebagai sebuah Langkah 

preventif terhadap paham radikalisme di Indonesia di era modern ini. Melalui temuan ini, dapat 

memberikan informasi kepada para pembuat kebijakan untuk merancang dan menerapkan kurikulum 

pendidikan yang menggabungkan strategi Aswaja untuk melawan radikalisme, mendorong lingkungan 

yang lebih inklusif dan toleran di sekolah dan universitas. Selanjutnya, Pemerintah juga dapat 

mengembangkan program literasi yang menekankan pada pemikiran kritis, pemahaman prinsip Aswaja, 

dan pentingnya persatuan bangsa untuk mencegah radikalisme. 
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INTRODUCTION 

One of numerous Islam adherents in Indonesia is the belief of Ahlu Sunnah wal Jamaah, 

which dominates religious communities in Indonesia. Concretely, this religious community has a 

profound influence on the advancement of nation. One of the developing issues that has become 

a notorious topic among Indonesian society at the moment is the danger of radicalism and 

terrorism, which are rooted in religious communities (Mohammad Abdul Munjid and Baedhowi 

2022), although there are many other factors dominate in giving rise to acts of terrorism and 

radicalism. 

Aswaja practically offered many solutions to prevent acts of terrorism and radicalism that 

cannot be justified because these understandings are very contradictory to the understanding of 

nationality adopted by the Indonesian nation, which has a plural society (Saingo 2022). Through 

this issue, in various fields, some evidence was found that Aswajaism is a religious understanding 

that can ward off these forbidden ideas, which can be traced by looking at a number of former 

studies(Arif 2018; Fathurrochman and Muslim 2021; Wahyudin 2019). 

According to this fact, Aswaja ideology performs a very important part in preventing acts of 

radicalism that are implemented in various areas of life in society, such as in the field of 

education(Jazil et al. 2023; Muhayat 2024; Muslimin, Sileuw, and Rahman 2023), in the field of 

da'wah and social control (Haeron 2022; Masyhar, Rasdi, and Harmoko 2019; Ni’mah 2022), in 

the field of literacy(Ibda and Sofanudin 2021; Syahputra 2020), in organizational field (Halim, 

Riza, and Siregar 2020; Wahyudin 2019) and in various other fields. 

Some previous literature indicate Aswaja could prevent radicalism, such as the article by 

(Mukhibat et al. 2024), which explores the design and assessment of a curriculum aimed at 

fostering religious moderation within Indonesian higher education institutions. Another similar 

work by (Kanafi et al. 2021) investigates how the theology of Ahlussunnah Waljamaah (Aswaja) 

has been instrumental in promoting moderate Islamic practices within Indonesia, this study also 

explores how this theological framework is used to promote religious moderation and thwart 

radicalism in a number of well-known Islamic groups in Indonesia. 

Furthermore, research conducted by (Jannah, Rodliyah, and Usriyah 2023) analyzes 

implementation of Aswaja values through religious activities and culture at al-Ikhlas Wuluhan 

Islamic boarding school. Similar work also made by (Ali and Halim 2023), which examines 

literacy topics in Islamic boarding schools related to motivation, development models, efforts 
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made by Islamic boarding schools, and the literacy contribution of santri-alumnae in 

strengthening religious moderation. And another study, which focuses on peace education in 

planning, implementation, and its implication on students’ behavior and attitude in Al Qodiri 

Islamic Boarding School Jember to find a learning model with an integration pattern of aswaja 

teachings both through intensive class-based intra-curricular practice and doctrinal extracurricular 

activities in Islamic boarding schools(Asnawan, Dahri, and Sarwan 2023). 

Through several facts and former literature reviews, there are numerous studies according to 

Aswaja’s educational and literacy strategies in preventing radicalism in Indonesia, but researchers 

have not found any studies which try to map those strategies. Thus, this research, will investigate 

the forms of Aswaja’s strategies for countering radicalism in the education and literacy fields. 

Both are very crucial and dominate the strategies that have been pursued by Aswaja movements 

in countering radicalism systematically and comprehensively, so we will comprehend how the 

strategies appear in several recent years starting from 2019-2023. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This qualitative research employed a systematic literature review (SLR) approach. SLR is a 

literature review method that identifies, assesses, and interprets several well-provided studies’ 

findings to answer a research question (Kitchenham 2007). This method is carried out 

systematically to avoid bias and confusion in answering research question, which has three core 

stages (Kondaveeti et al. 2021). In the process of answering the research question systematically, 

there are: 

1. Formulating the research question. 

2. Carrying out thorough data search procedures to find appropriate publications 

3. Collecting important data that is useful for answering research questions originating from 

these published sources 

This research originated the data source from journals’ articles and proceedings indexed on 

Google Scholar, applying Publish or Perish (PoP) to collect all the related sources that were 

published within the year interval criteria starting from 2019 to 2023. Furthermore, the keyword 

used in this research, to search for articles and proceedings that match the research question is 

"Islam Aswaja Menangkal Radikalisme" with additional keyword configurations in the Publish 

or Perish application. After data collection, those sources will be excluded by some inclusion 

criteria that can be used as data sources in answering research questions. The table below presents 

some inclusion criteria conducted in this contemporary work.  
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Table 1. Inclusion Criteria 

No. Inclusion Criteria 

1. The research represents adequately about the strategies encountering radicalism issues 

2. The research was published between 2019-2023 

3. The Research is written in Indonesian and English 

4. The type of document source is only articles and proceedings 

5. The PDF Document should be available online 

 

Next, articles obtained from search results in the publish or perish application are filtered using 

exclusion criteria with the following explanation, which can be traced through Figure 1.  

 

Figure 1. The Process of Systematic Literature Review  
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RESULT 

Several Aswaja Islamic Education Strategies for Counteracting Radicalism. Using the 

systematic literature review method, we systematically and comprehensively found several 

strategic steps that have been attempted by Aswaja Muslims in countering the issue of radicalism 

and terrorism as a form of real solution in Indonesian society, after the data was analyzed and 

codified with the help of the Nvivo 12 Pro application. Thus, it can be implied that there are 

twelve impressive educational strategies that have been implemented practically in public 

communities, Pay attention to Figure 2 above for more details. 

Furthermore, in the second field, there are five strategies that have been found and 

implemented by Aswaja to ward off the flow of radicalism and terrorism occurring in Indonesian 

society. The five strategies are online study, literacy movements, Islamic boarding school 

journalism, social media management, and design school, which can be seen clearly in figure 3 

below. 

Figure 2. Educational Strategies 

Figure 3. Literacy Strategies 
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DISCUSSION 

Educational Strategies 

First, we will discuss the strategies implemented by Aswaja to prevent radicalism in Indonesia 

in the field of education, as can be seen in Figure 2. The most important strategy used in the 

educational sector is the aswaja-based Islamic education strategy, which was formed by the 

notorious Islamic organization in Indonesia, Nahdhatul Ulama, with the basic foundations of 

tawasuth (moderation), tawasuh (tolerance), tawazun (balance), Al'Adalah (justice), and amar 

ma'ruf nahi munkar (the spirit of doing good and avoiding evils) (Muhammad Husnur Rofiq and 

Riza Ahmad Ridwan 2019). This aswaja-based education has been implemented starting from the 

Madrasah Ibtidaiyyah level(Istiyani, Ichsan, and Samsudin 2021), Madrasah Tsanawiyah(Amir, 

Baharun, and Aini 2020), Madrasah Aliyah(Labiba 2021) and Vocational High School(Thohiri 

and Rizqiyah 2021) even at the universities(Arifin and Syaiful 2019) and also in Islamic boarding 

school environments(Ma’mun 2020). 

Apart from aswaja-based Islamic education, there is also an interesting strategy that has been 

implemented, namely the strategy through clothing attributes. The songkok, which depicts the 

symbol of the Nahdhatul Ulama as an attribute of clothing that is required to be worn by students 

as a dress code regulation at school, turns out to have a positive impact on the songkok wearer. It 

is because, the songkok wearer will indirectly act more moderately by remembering the 

symbolism of the clothes worn, namely the symbol of the Nahdhatul Ulama as the most dominant 

organization in echoing moderate attitudes in the life of religion (Muslim and Werdiningsih 

2023). 

In the field of education, the teacher is also the most crucial person for the success of 

educational programs. Teachers have a strategic role in warding off radicalism in the field of 

education. Apart from teaching religious insight properly and correctly to counteract radicalism, 

teachers must also have a clear scientific background to support it (Fatorina, Mukhlisin, and 

Sutikno 2022). Teachers also have a role in supervising students’ social activities early since they 

spend much more time in school than home (Amiruddin and Sholihah 2019). Further, something 

that cannot be separated from the teacher is also the literacy source that is used as a reference for 

teaching in the learning process. This source must also contain good religious knowledge values 

and be able to prevent radicalism and intolerance in its implementation(Fauziyah, Nabil, and Syah 

2022). 
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By teaching this education from an early age, it is hoped that it will give birth to a generation 

that is truly moderate in the following years. So, in this way, teachers are not only teachers, but 

also conservators of Islamic moderation values, innovators to update ideas in implementing 

Aswaja values, transmitters with systematic learning methods inside and outside the classroom 

(Fikar and Saefudin 2022), motivators and facilitators in understanding these values(Alifa, A’yun, 

and Zakaria 2022; Shidqi 2023). 

Apart from teaching aswaja-based Islamic education, there are also special Islamic study 

programs to discuss the aqidah of ahlu sunnah wal jamaah in protecting students against radical 

ideology, namely by introducing the main elements of the aswaja adherents (Mashuri, Muttaqin, 

and Faishol 2020), then also avoid textual understanding of issues that support someone to 

become a radical person (Ilmi and Ardiansyah 2020), as well as non-formal counseling outside 

the classroom that discusses the goals of Aswaja education (Mujahidin and Naim 2023). 

The next strategy is to integrate Aswaja-based Islamic religious education with Pancasila 

education to strengthen counter-radicalization (Abidin and Fitriana 2021) as well as various 

activities inside and outside the classroom that are integrated with the Pancasila theme (Pramita 

and Listyaningsih 2022). In universities, Pancasila education is used as a vision and mission to 

strengthen student character so that they can foster a sense of nationalism. An analysis is also 

carried out in the internal and external environment of the campus to formulate long-term goals 

for academic activity plans in various social fields based on Pancasila values (Pribadi et al. 2023). 

The strategy that has also been implemented by Aswaja in countering radicalism is 

multicultural education, which was initiated by Said Aqil Siroj (Baharun and Badriyah 2020) 

which is implemented in four ways: optimizing the role of Kiai in society, strengthening the 

curriculum at Islamic educational institutions, creating cadre of the nation guided directly by Kiai, 

and instilling a spirit of nationalism in the community. There are also other strategies, namely, 

developing reading products by internalizing Islamic values of moderation in them (Imron et al. 

2024), and also evaluation and assessment in the form of self-assessments so that students can 

assess the tolerant attitudes that exist in themselves individually (Andriyani, Yulistianti, and 

Sai’dah 2019). Not only that, in the field of education, there is also the formulation of a moderate 

curriculum to anticipate attitudes toward radicalism and also monitor its implementation inside 

and outside the classroom(Fransisca 2019). 
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The other strategy is religious certification institutions, which one of Aswaja Islam's strategies 

for systematically preventing radicalism in the field of education, by issuing certificates that aim 

to standardize religious competencies, including Aswajaism and Islamic boarding school 

understanding, the Koran, and fiqh issues (Fawaid and Astutik 2023). This strategic step is unique 

from several other strategies and can foster moderate comprehension. 

If it was explained earlier that aswaja-based Islamic education is a strategy, then there is also 

learning about Islamic religious education in general (Abidin and Fitriana 2021) as a step to 

prevent radicalism. With the concept of internalization to teach the value of tolerance (Amiruddin 

and Sholihah 2019; Batula et al. 2023), which is carried out using a continuous habituation 

method, for instance, providing advice, motivations, and supervisions(Rukmana 2021). 

The final strategy systematized by Aswaja for preventing radicalism is Islamic boarding 

school-based education. Islamic boarding schools have three main value traditions that continue 

to be maintained, namely the value of worship, the value of love for religious knowledge, and the 

value of sincerity (Rokhim and Wasi 2021). Apart from that, this educational institution is also 

known as an educational place that examines Islamic religious studies comprehensively and 

contextually(Dzulfirki and Muharom 2021; Hannan 2022) thus distancing its students from 

radicalism, which only relies on a few religious sources as the legality of this forbidden adherent. 

Literacy Strategies 

Apart from several educational strategies, there is another course that is the focus of this 

current research, a literacy course. Literacy is something that cannot be separated from the field 

of education: the two are mutually sustainable and do not contradict each other. After the source 

data was analyzed, there were several strategies carried out by Aswaja to ward off radicalism in 

this field, as can be seen in Figure 3. 

The first strategic step in the field of literacy that has been well implemented by Aswaja 

in Indonesia is journalistic Islamic boarding school activities. This program is one of the activities 

held by the Nahdhatul Ulama Student Association (IPNU) and the Nahdhatul Ulama Female 

Student Association (IPPNU). This agenda aims to train its members in written work so that, in 

the future, these writings can be published online. This is also considered part of da'wah on social 

media to fight narratives that are not in accordance with the Islamic teachings of the Ahlu Sunnah 

wal Jamaah(Syahputra 2020). 
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The next strategy that was also discovered was a social media management program. This 

program presents certain notorious people who have a good skill in social media management 

with the aim of making its members wiser in using social media, as well as providing guidance to 

ward off hoax news, especially those with radical narratives. Apart from that, it also trains its 

members to organize content schedules as a result, it will have considerable impact on all of the 

social media users on various platforms(Syahputra 2020). 

In the context of literacy, there is also a program that has been implemented, namely the 

design school program (Syahputra 2020) which is held regularly every year. The aim of this 

program is to develop all of the members who have interest and talent in this field, therefore, it 

can become a medium for Aswaja-style da'wah, and Aswajaism content can be presented in an 

interesting way and can be consumed by the wider community regarding Aswaja-style 

understanding, which will minimize the level of radicalism through digital literacy. 

Apart from the programs above, there are also online study programs (Syahputra 2020) 

via social media, in the form of webinars in various fields such as scholarship opportunities, 

Islamic business, Islamic studies and several other fields. Through this online study, it is intended 

that IPNU and IPPNU cadres who adhere to Aswajaism can be educated. Therefore, they can fit 

into social communities and apply the knowledge when facing public concern. Through this 

online study, it is hoped that they can spread effective preaching and provide an understanding of 

the importance of tabayun (Syahputra 2020). 

Another strategic step implemented by Aswaja is to form literacy movements. Such as 

the Maarif Literacy Movement (GLM), which is a priority program of the Maarif  education 

institution of Nahdhatul Ulama in Central Java (Ibda and Sofanudin 2021). This movement refers 

to old literacies with four types of written work: journalism, scientific, literacy, and digital types. 

The aim of this movement itself is to strengthen the literate character with old and new literacy 

paradigms through habituation, learning, and example. Thus, teachers and students become a 

nationalist, religious, independent, cooperative generation, and also integrated with the values of 

Aswaja. Apart from this movement, there is also the Nahdhatul Ulama literacy movement, which 

publishes the AULA PWNU, East Java magazine, as a guide for spreading the latest news and 

information about the largest Islamic organization, Nahdhatul Ulama (Ghulam and Farid 2019). 
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CONCLUSION 

In the last five years since 2019-2023, at least Aswaja has contributed to counteracting 

radicalism in the fields of education and literacy with several strategies described above. In the 

educational sector, there are twelve strategic steps, namely Aswaja-based Islamic education 

strategy, clothing attributes, teachers, Aswaja Aqidah studies, Pancasila education, multicultural 

education, book development, moderate curriculum, religious certification institutions, Islamic 

religious education materials, teacher literacy sources. and Islamic boarding schools. Meanwhile, 

in the field of literacy, five strategies were found to be implemented, namely online study 

programs, literacy movements, Islamic boarding school journalism, social media management, 

and design schools. This research confirms that Aswaja, in the last five-year interval, has made a 

huge contribution to the Indonesian state in countering the issue of radicalism and terrorism 

through the fields of education and literacy with the strategic steps that have been mapped out in 

this research. 

The implication of this research will inform policy makers to design and implement 

educational curricula that incorporate Aswaja’s strategies for countering radicalism, fostering a 

more inclusive and tolerant environment in schools and universities. Furthermore, The 

government also can develop literacy programs that emphasize critical thinking, understanding of 

Aswaja principles, and the importance of national unity to prevent radicalism. 
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