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ABSTRACT

This study aims to find out how the students perception toward the implementation of
Merdeka curriculum through Project based Learning in speaking class. It is a descriptive
qualitative designn by using close questionnaire as the instrument of collecting data. the
subjects of this study is semester four students having joined speaking for academic purposes
consisting of 48 students. The result of analyzing the data shows that most of the students
gave positive responses. The highest response, 100% of the students stated “yes” to the
question if their speaking competence was increased by being taught using Project based
Learning. Then, 80% students gave response “helpful” on the questioin, if Project based
Learning help them improve your speaking skill. It can be concluded that the use
implementation of Merdeka curriculum through Project based Learning gained very positive
perception from the students.
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Merdeka Curriculum was firstly launched by curriculum  having the  concept of

the Minister of Culture and education,
Nadiem Makarim in 2019. Bahri (2017)
stated that curriculum is a shared tool in the
world of education to achieve the results we
purpose and produce to apply together. Then,
It is started from the results of the Program
for International Student Assessment (PISA).
This study was condcucted in 2019 with the
results of assessments of students in
Indonesia which only occupies the sixth
position from the bottom. Afida (2021)
stated that with the results of the study, the
Minister of Education and Culture launched
a new curriculum concept, Merdeka

independence for education in Indonesia to
determine the best way or method that can be
used during the learning process. Darise
(2019) cited that education units in PAUD,
Elementary school, and Secondary Education
is designed and implemented according to
the learning needs of Learners.

Andari (2022) explains that the
implementation of Merdeka curriculum is
carried out independently with three
alternative choices, 1) the Independent
Learning, 2) the Independent Change and 3)
Independent Share. Besaides, Arifa (2022)
stated that the implementation of the
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Independent Curriculum offered is adjusted
with the readiness of teachers and education
staff. It means that, the curriculum of
Merdeka focusses not only on the way of
students learning but also on the teacher
competences.

Mudhakomala (2022) noted that
the purpose of Merdeka curriculum
implementation is humanization carried out
to provide freedom of opinion and deep
thinking in learning process in which at this
point, education must be able to take humans
to inner and outer independence. One way to
gain the purpose is by using a suitable
method, Project based Learning.

Trianto (2014) stated that Project
based learning model is an innovative
learning that focusses more on students
(student centered) and places the teacher as a
motivator and facilitator, where students are
given opportunities to work autonomously
construct their learning. It can be said that
Project based Learning gives the students
latitude to decide how they learn and the
objective of their learning process.

In accordance with the
implementation of Project based Learning,
there are some studies conducted with the
similar issues in teaching English Speaking.
Suhartik (2014) sonducted a research by
applying Project based Learning to improve
students’ English skills. It was found that the
students could solve the problems given. It is
similar to Ekawati (2017) who take a
conclusion on her study that Project based
Learning could enhance students’ listening
and speaking skills.

Moreover, Putri (2017) concluded
that Implementation fo Project based
Learning give significant effect to students’
productive skill in English. Besides,
Poonpon (2011) stated that by implemting
Project based Learning, it could develop the
students’ experiences in real context. Thus
shows that the implementation of Project
based Learning can really help students
improve and develop their competences. In
the end, Riswandi (2018) states that Project
based learning is based on an idea of
connecting students' experiences with school

life and encouraging them to learn new
things. By having real experience, it can
make students easier to promote their
competences.

From the discussion, It can be
concluded that Project based Learning is a
suitable media for students to gain more real

experience and to improve students’
competences.
However, students may not be

interested in the implementation of Project
based learning, and it may not help them
improve their competences. Then, this study
aimed to find out the students’ perception
toward the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum through Project based Learning
in speaking class.

METHOD

This study is a descriptive qualitative
research and the subject of this study was
semester four students of English Education
Departement, Universitas Islam Nahdlatul
Ulama (UNISNU) Jepara. This study was
conducted on the 2022/2023 academic year.
The subject consisted of 48 students. The
students had got Speaking class taught by
using Project based Learning.

The data collection was carried out
by questionnaire. A questionnaire is shared
to identify the students’ perception toward
the implementation of Merdeka curriculum
through Project based Learning in speaking
class. The questionnaire is close-ended
questions. The total of the questionnaire
consited of 10 questions.

Cohen et al. (2007, p. 245) state that
questionnaire is a widely used and useful
instrument for collecting survey information
and data, being able to be administered
without the presence of the researcher, and
often being comparatively straightforward to
analyze.

Each question represented various
indicators. The indicators represent the
aspects related to the students’ perception
toward the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum through Project based Learning;
1) the students’ perception on the use of
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° °
Project based Learning in the qualitative method analyzes and give
implementation of Merdeka curriculum, 2) description of the data obtained from the
the  students’  perception on  the result analysis of data interview, data
implementation of Project based Learning in  questionaire, and data documentation. Then,
speaking class, and 3) the students’ the data obtained in this satudy was analyzed |

perception on the use of Project based
Learning improve students’ motivation and
speaking skill. While the responses available
are strongly agree/ very good/ very helpful,
agree/ good/ helpful, neutral, disagree/ bad/
unhelpful and strongly disagree/ very bad/
very unhelpful. Only does the question “does
your skill improved?” have “yes and no”
option. Besides, the students are also
instructed to give the reason for some
aspects.

Inayah (2021) stated that descriptive

as the needs then being described.

FINDINGS

This part discusses the data which
were collected and analyzed in finding.

Students’ responses to the questionnaire.

After distributing the questionnaire to
the students of speaking class, the students’
responses on all aspects given can be
presented as follows:

Tabel 1. Percentage of Students’ Responses on All Questionnaire Aspects

No Questions Responses
1 How’s your opinion about the implementation of . Strongly agree (20%)
Merdeka curriculum through Project based Learning? . Agree (73,3%)
. Neutral (6,7%)
. Disagree
. Strongly Disagree
2 How’s your opinion about the implementation of Project . Strongly agree (20%)
based Learning in speaking class? . Agree (73,3%)
. Neutral (6,7%)
. Disagree
. Strongly Disagree
3 In your opinion, does Project based Learning help you . Very helpful (20%)

improve your speaking skill?

. Helpful (80%)
. Neutral

. Unhelpful

. Very unhelpful

4 Do you think that learning speaking by using Project

based Learning is interesting?

. Very interesting (20%)
. Interesting (66,7%)

. Neutral (13,3%)

. Uninteresting

. Very uninteresting

5 Was your speaking skill improved?

. Yes (100%)
No

NEPrOORrPONDROPPONMPRPORPONRORODNDE

Based on the table above, it showes
that most of the students of speaking class
agree with the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum by using Project based Learning.
They also said that it can help them improve
their speaking skill. The data also show that
the students enjoy learning speaking by

using Project based learning. Then, for more
detail data of the students’ responses can be
presented as follows.

Students’ response on their opinion
toward the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum  through  Project based
Learning

Students’ Perception Toward Merdeka Curriculum Implementation Through Project Based

Learning in Speaking Class
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The students mostly gave “strongly
agree” as response to the implementation of

Merdeka curriculum through Project based
learning. It can be seen from the diagram
bellow.

@ Sangat Setuju

@ Seiuju

& Netral

@ Tidak setuju

@ Sangat tidak setuju

Diagram 1. Students’ response on the implementation of Merdeka curriculum through
Project based Learning.

The diagram shows that most of the
students have very positive perception on the
implementation of Merdeka curriculum
through Project based Learning. “Strongly
agree” response gained 20% of total
students. While, 73.3% of the students chose
“agree” respponse and the rest of students,
6.7% decided to choose ‘“neutral” response.
Meanwhile, no student took “disagree or
strongly disagree” respon to the question. It
means that there was no student disagree
with the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum through Project based learning. it
seems that Project based Learning is so
appropriate with Merdeka curriculum.

Students’ response on their opinion
toward the implementation of
implementation of Project based Learning
in speaking class.

The second question given to the
students is “How’s your opinion about the
implementation of Project based Learning in
speaking class?”. This part of questionnaire
gain as same as the first question in which
most students strongly agree with the
implementation of Project based Learning in
speaking class. The data can be seen in the
following diagram.

@ Sanaat setuju

@® Setuju

@ Netral

@® Tidak Setuju

@ Sangat tidak setuju

Diagram 2. Students’ response on their opinion toward the implementation of implementation
of Project based Learning in speaking class.
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The diagram shows that most of the
students also have very positive perception
on the implementation Project based
Learning in speaking class. Then, “Strongly
agree” response gained 20% of total
students. While, 73.3% of the students chose
“agree” respponse and the rest of students,
6.7% decided to choose “neutral” response.
It is similar to the first point that no student
took “disagree or strongly disagree” respon
to the question. It means that there was no
student disagree with the implementation of
Project based learning in speaking class. It

can be concluded that the students enjoyed
learning speaking through project based
Learning.

Students’ response on their opinion
toward Project based Learning can help
them improve their speaking skill.

This third part of the questionnaire
took almost the same place as the previous
questions. The difference of this part is
having no “neutral” response chosen by the
students. In this part, only are the first and
the second responses taken by the students.

@ Sangat membantu

@® \Membantu

® Netral

@ Tidak membantu

@ Sangat tidak membantu

Diagram 3. Students’ response on their opinion toward Project based Learning can help them
improve their speaking skill.

It can be seen from the diagram that
the students only gave response of “very
helpful” and “helpful” to this third question,
“In your opinion, does Project based
Learning help you improve your speaking
skill?”. The most response taken by the
students was “Helpful” which gained 80% of
the whole students. While, the second or last
place was given to the response of “very
helpful”.

Students’ response on their opinion
toward learning speaking by using Project
based Learning is interesting.

The fourth question given to the
students is “Do you think that learning
speaking by using Project based Learning is
interesting?”. This question is similar to the
three previous questions that it gained
positive perception from the students of
speaking class.

@ Sangat menarily menyenangkan
@ \Menarik/ menyenangkan
Netral
@ Tidak menarik/ menyenangkan
@ Sangat tidak menarik/ menyenangkan

Diagram 4. Students’ response on their opinion toward learning speaking by using Project
based Learning is interesting.

Students’ Perception Toward Merdeka Curriculum Implementation Through Project Based

Learning in Speaking Class



<< |22

Based on the diagram above, it was
known that the students enjoyed learning
process of speaking by using Project based
Learning. As the data show that 20% of
students took “very insteresting” response.
“interesting” response took the first place
with 66.7% of students’ choice. It shows that
most of the students showed that they are
interested in using project based Learning in
learning speaking. In addition, ‘“neutral”
response gained only 13.3% which show that
the students had no opinion about their

interest on Project based Learning used to
learn speaking.

Students’ response on their opinion if
their speaking skill improved.

The last question is “was your
speaking skill improved?”. The improvement
means by the implementation of Project
based Learning. This question is a kind of
yes-no question having only two optional
responses, those are “yes” and “no”. The
result is as follows.

® Y2
® Tidak

Diagram 5. Students’ response on their opinion if their speaking skill improved.

The diagram above showed that the
whole or 100% students gave “yes” response
to the question given if their speaking skill
was improved because of learning speaking
using Project based Learning. in this part, no
student gave “no” response.

DISCUSSION

The result of this research showed
that the students’ had positive perception
toward the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum through Project based Learning.
From the result, no students gave a negative
response to the implementation.

Based on the result of the students
response analysis, most of the students gave
positive responses and the rest only gave a
neutral response. It can seen that the highest
response, 100% of the students stated “yes”
to the question if their speaking competence

was increased by being taught using Project
based Learning. The second highest response
given by the students was “helpful” on the
questioin, “In your opinion, does Project
based Learning help you improve your
speaking skill?”. The response gained 80%
responses from the students. It proved that,
most students have perception that Project
based Learning can help them improve their
speaking skill. It can also stated that it is
appropriate to teach speaking. Then, most
students gave the third place as the highest
response to the response, “agree” on two
questions, “How’s your opinion about the
implementation of Merdeka curriculum
through Project based Learning?” and
“How’s  your  opinion about the
implementation of Project based Learning in
speaking class?”. The bosth responses gained
73.3% of the students. It also stated that most
of the students agree or have positive
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perception to the implementation of Merdeka
curriculum through Project based Leaning
and the use of Project based Learning to
teach speaking. Besides, the results sohw no
student has negative perception on it.

In addition, beside the responses, the
students were also asked to give their reason
on the implementation of Merdeka

gained very positive perception from the
students. In the same case, the positive
perception is also mostly given by the
students to the implementation of Project

based learning used to teach speaking. [N

Meanwhile, in the students’ opinion, it help
them improve their speaking competence. It
is because that the students though their

curriculum in speaking class. Most of them _spea:kmg ¢ t'Wan P |r_nptr%vedd L by_ the
noted that Projects based learning can make Implementation ot Froject based Learning.
learning more effective, students can study This article suggests that the

independently and while the students can
make their own choice in learning and
conducting the project.

CONCLUSION
Based on the result of the findings,

impelemntation of Merdeka curriculum a
teacher may apply Project based Learning
especially in speaking class because it is an
interesting method and can help students
improve their speaking skill. It means that it

23 | >>

and discussion in above, it can be concluded
that the use implementation of Merdeka
curriculum through Project based Learning

is an appropriate teaching method for
epeaking, especially.

REFERENCES

Afida, I., Diana, E., & Agus Puspita, D. M. . (2021). Merdeka Belajar dan Pendidikan Kritis
Paulo Friere dalam Pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama Islam. FALASIFA : Jurnal Studi
Keislaman, 12(2), 45-61. https://doi.org/10.36835/falasifa.v12i02.553.

Andari, Eni. (2022) Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar Menggunakan Learning
Management System (LMS). ALLIMNA: Jurnal Pendidikan Profesi Guru, 1(2), 65-79.
https://doi.org/10.30762/allimna.v1i2.694.

Arifa, F. N. (2022). Implementasi kurikulum merdeka dan tantangannya. Info Singkat Pusat
Penelitian Badan Keahlian DPR RI.

Bahri, S. (2017). Pengembangan Kurikulum Dasar Dan Tujuannya. Jurnal llmiah Islam
Futura, 11(1), 15. https://doi.org/10.22373/jiif.v11i1.61

Cohen, L., Manion, L. & Morrison, K., (2007). Research Methods in Education, New York:
Routledge.

Darise, G. N. (2019). Implementasi Kurikulum 2013 Revisi sebagai solusi alternatif
pendidikan di Indonesia dalam menghadapi Revolusi Industri 4.0. Jurnal limiah Igra’,
13(2), 41-53.

Ekawati, Y. N. (2017). Peningkatan Kemampuan Mendengarkan (Listening) Mahasiswa
Bahasa Inggris Melalui Model Pembelajaran “Project-Based Learning”. Cakrawala:
Jurnal Pendidikan, 11(2), https://doi.org/10.24905/cakrawala.v11i2.121.

Inayah, Arin & Tri Mulyati (2021). Need Analysis of English Textbooks Based on The
ADDIE Model. Edulingua: Jurnal Linguistiks Terapan dan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris,
8(1), 1-10. https://doi.org/10.34001/edulingua.v8i1.1410

Mudhakomala, et al (2022). Kurikulum Merdeka dalam Perspektif Pemikiran Pendidikan
Paulo Freire. At-Ta'lim : Jurnal Pendidikan, 8(2),162-172.
https://doi.org/10.36835/attalim.v8i2.819.

Putri, N. L. P. N. S., Artini, L. P., & Nitiasih, P. K. (2017). Project-based learning activities
and EFL students’ productive skills in English. Journal of Language Teaching and

[ L J
Students’ Perception Toward Merdeka Curriculum Implementation Through Project Based
Learning in Speaking Class



https://doi.org/10.36835/falasifa.v12i02.553
https://doi.org/10.30762/allimna.v1i2.694
https://doi.org/10.22373/jiif.v11i1.61
https://doi.org/10.24905/cakrawala.v11i2.121
https://doi.org/10.34001/edulingua.v8i1.1410
https://doi.org/10.36835/attalim.v8i2.819

Research, 8(6), 11471155.
Poonpon, K. (2011). Enhancing English Skills through Project-Based Learning. English

Teacher, 40.
Riswandi, D. (2018). The Implementation of Project-Based Learning to Improve Students’
I Speaking Skill. International Journal of Language Teaching and Education, 2(1), 32-
40. https://doi.org/10.22437/ijolte.v2i1.4609.
«<l|24 Suhartatik, S., & Adi, A. (2014). Pengembangan model project-based learning untuk
meningkatkan kemampuan Bahasa Inggris siswa ponpes modern di Malang raya.
LINGUA: Jurnal llmu Bahasa dan Sastra, 9(2), 85-91.
Trianto. (2014). Mendesain Model Pembelajaran Inovatif, Progresif dan Kontekstual.

Jakarta: Prenadamedia Group.

@
Edulingua: Jurnal Linguistiks Terapan dan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris | Vol 10. No. 1. Juli 2023


https://doi.org/10.22437/ijolte.v2i1.4609

